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“With great skill and meticulous research, Dianne Payne 
throws light on village life in Hertfordshire over the last 
150 years by focusing on the residents of a tiny street 

hamlet outside Wheathampstead. 
 A remarkable achievement indeed.  Drawing us into the 

lives and loves of characters at The Folly – their 
occupations, life-styles and social interactions, their 

trials and tribulations – gives us a real feeling for the 
times of succeeding generations. We come away with 

plenty to learn in our own age about the importance of 
neighbourliness and community.”

Hugh L’Estrange, Editor, The Vine,  
Wheathampstead Churches Together

 
“A splendid and important contribution to the history of 

our village. The depth and breadth of research is 
impressive and the style successfully combines the 
research with a human portrayal of the lives of the 

people of The Folly.” 

Patrick McNeill, Local Historian

“A pleasure to read, this book is a delightful and 
engaging account of the spirit of Folly people past and 
present. Speaking in their own words, many tell their 
own story, impressing us with their resourcefulness 

and resilience as they coped with times of trouble and 
poverty.” 

Ruth Jeavons, Secretary, Wheathampstead 
History Society


